AN EXPERIMENT
ness, and to their own astonishment finding fame senting the unwelcome characters.  And to the Lord Dundreary, Asa Trenchard, etc., thS added the name of Alvxe.
Refined, intensely modern, the play was nevertheless a dread tragedy, and being French it almost naturally dealt with the breaking of a certain great commandment And now —see: we actors thought that the stress and "power of the play would be shown in the confession of thewife and in the scene of wild recrimination between her and the Comte de Somerive, when they met after eighteen years of separation. But see, how different was the view the public took. In the very first place then, when I escaped the bustle, and entered, straight, and slim art had so reduced my usual height and changed my coloring, that until I spoke I was not recognized. The kindly welcome then given me calmed my fears, and I said to myself: u I can't be looking -ridiculous in the part, or they would not do that! " And women, at least, can understand how my very soul was comforted by the knowledge. And just then a curious sense of joy seemed to bubble tip in my heart. The sudden relief, the feeling of irresponsibility, the first-night excitement. Perhaps one, perhaps all to^ Aether caused it. I don't know — I only know that meaning no disrespect, no irreverence, I could have sung aloud from the Benedicite: " Omnia opera Domini!3' "Bless ye the Lord: praise him and magnify him forever!"
And the audience accepted the joyous little maid almost from the first girlish, love-betraying words she spoke, and yet — so sensitive is an audience at times — while still laughing over her sweet ignorance, they thrilled with a nameless dread of coming evil. They seemed to see the blue sky darkening, the threatening clouds piling up silently behind the white-robed child, whose perfect innocence left her so alone! Before the first act ended we discovered that the tragedy was shifting from the sinful mother and was settling down with crushing weight upon the shoulders of the stainless child. Indeed, the whole